
This year’s Habitat Home build will be here before you know it and 
there is a lot of preparation to be done before the physical work 
begins.  The Easter Offering gave a big boost to the mission and 
many of you have been “buying” items for the home and dedicating 
them in honor or memory of someone you love.  A home build is no 
small undertaking, but it is a mission this church has proven 
possible many times before. Prayer, presence, pennies (and quite a 
few dollars) are needed to make this mission a success. Help make 
the dream of owning a home a reality for a local family. The next 
Habitat meeting is set for Monday, May 19th at 7 pm (room 214). 

 

 Visit the church website to learn more.   

“4 days a week, 25 opportunities to volunteer 
… give us 2 days in August & September!” 

www.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.org   
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We have had such wonderful times of celebration for 
the last few Sunday’s.  Nothing compares with Easter, 
of course.  But as we continue to celebrate the Risen 
Lord each Sunday, we have also had opportunity to 
celebrate children, youth, older adults, and graduating 
Seniors.  I also want to celebrate the Celebration 
Singers.  They  were spectacular in sharing two 
anthems with us yesterday.  I will miss you very much! 
I have watched these graduating Seniors grow up and 
am so proud of the young men and women they are 
and will pray for them as they 
continue their journey.  I asked 
the children yesterday what it 
means to graduate.  A ready 
answer was, “It means you go 
to another school.”  I have 
watched most of you go from 
elementary to middle to high 
school, and now to college.  I 
left the children’s time until 
after recognition of Seniors, 
because I want them to follow you by staying 
connected with their church.  Their vision of the future 
is formed as they watch you and their parents.  What 
important witnesses you are!  In fact, every time 
someone sees your picture on facebook from 
yesterday’s celebration, you are giving witness to your 
allegiance to Christ and His church. 

Now many of you who are graduating are going on to 
another school.  But I feel in some ways that I am 
graduating with you.  Like you, I am leaving this 
secure and familiar place for a brand new venture and 
a next chapter.  In a way, it is another school.  Coming 
to this place presented me with a great learning curve 
and I am grateful for those who have walked with me, 
taught me, been patient with me, and forgiven me 
much.  The retired pastors who worship here have 
been an amazing blessing.  Don’t we all develop our 
vision of the next phase of our lives by watching and 
engaging those who travel ahead of us?  That wisdom 
cannot be replaced.  I value things I learn from those 
who are younger. Many of my teachers are younger 
than I.  When we came to FUMC, we were missing 
young adults at the staff table.  We have been blessed 

by adding several young adults.  They teach me every 
week.  But nothing replaces the wisdom of those who 
have already walked where we are heading.  I 
treasure the great teachers I have had in this place.  
And I enter the next chapter knowing I need to 
surround myself with those who can teach me.  The 
church-at-large knows this, too.  There is a “boot 
camp” for new district superintendents in August.  
They try to overwhelm us with knowledge to get us in 
shape for the job. 

So, how does this transition work?  
Larry, Asa, Ginny, and I are 
grateful for the reception being 
planned by Staff Parish on June 1 
(details on front page).  Larry and I 
will preach on June 8, then Larry, 
Asa, and I will attend Holston 
Annual Conference.  Ginny is a 
district-at-large delegate and will 
attend, as well.  This is a gathering 
of pastors and laity representing 

every church and every district in Holston Conference.  
(if you are unfamiliar with these terms, UMC 101 could 
be taught here or taken on line). Asa will preach on 
June 15, and that will be her last Sunday in the pulpit 
here.  Larry and I will be on vacation that Sunday.  
Guest preachers have been secured for the remaining 
two Sundays of June.  (Full details will be given later.) 

Larry, Asa, and I are responsible to cover all pastoral 
needs throughout the month of June.  Please call the 
church office or our cell phones when you have a 
need during those last three weeks of June. 

Transitions are hard for me, as they are for many.  It is 
hard to stop my brain from dreaming dreams for “next 
things” here.  It is hard to let go of trying to influence 
what comes next.  But, friends, God’s mercies are 
new every morning!!!!!  As long as we share 
mornings on this earth, I will love you. And I trust God 
with your future.  The Lord is our Shepherd….you will 
have everything your need.  Thanks be to God.  Yea, 
though, I dwell in the “in between”, my future and 
yours are secure in the Risen Lord.                                                                                                  

 

What’s the plan? 

*Promotional video for Habitat Build 

*Previews of this year’s Vacation Bible School 

*The Call’s feature on the Recovery program 

*Chuck Knows Church - Crossing the Red Sea 

*Archives of The Church Bell back to 1-7-13 

Online spotlight … check out what you might be missing! 

1stchurch.org 
facebook 
twitter,  

1stchurchevents.org 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/media.php?pageID=62&itemID=59
http://www.1stchurchevents.org
http://holston.org/about/communications/the-call/volE14/num12/recovery-at-cokesbury/?utm_source=May+12%2C+2014&utm_campaign=May+12%2C+2014&utm_medium=email
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/media.php?pageID=62&itemID=60
http://youtu.be/hdkzs7IcC7M
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/media.php?pageID=62&itemID=60
http://youtu.be/hdkzs7IcC7M
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


The questions keep coming and the 
discussion gets better all the time.  The 
Young Adult Sunday school class is 
working to make sense of the Bible, using 
Adam Hamilton’s new book as a guide. 
Come join the conversation in room 118, 
Sundays at 9:15 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back in March, Maria 
Humbane paid a visit to 1st 
UMC, talking to one of the 
UMW circles.  She is the 
director of the Ishe Anesu 
Project in Zimbabwe.  Her 
stop here was part of a  
“thank you” tour for all the 
help given to the mission 
she leads in Africa. This 
summer, the Holston 
Conference will send 
hundreds of food buckets to 
Ishe Anesu as part of the 
annual “Hands-on” mission 
project. In a recent edition 
of The Call, Humbane said 

that with the past hands-on 
project donations, “We are 
able to feed the children two 
meals a day.  They now 
look much healthier than 
they did before.”  Those 
food buckets lining the 
hallway outside the 1st 
UMC office will eventually 
be going to Zimbabwe to 
help Humbane’s “kids.”  The 
goal is to fill 100 buckets 
and there is still time to help 
meet that goal.  The items 
needed are listed on the 
right, or for a donation of 
$35, the items can all be 
purchased by members of 
the outreach team.  Time is 
running out and we are only 
about a third of the way 
toward reaching this goal.  
Bring the items or your 
monetary donations to the 
church office.  All will be 
taken through this coming 
Sunday!  
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Caring for Kuldiga 

A few weeks from now, 
three members of 1st 
UMC-Maryville will be in 
Latvia assessing some of 
the needs of our sister 
church in Kuldiga.  Carol 

and Ron Werker along with Cheryl Coleman are joining 
a team lead by Jim Hayes from Norris UMC. Some of 
the anticipated needs of the Kuldiga church surround 
the heating system, bathrooms and getting Wesley 
Camp ready for campers this summer.   The Werkers 
ask for your prayers as they prepare for the trip on June 
12th through June 22nd. “We know there are lots of 
‘mission projects’ going on, but that’s the sign of a 
healthy church, as we’re called to serve,” said Carol & 
Ron.  If you feel led to contribute to the Kuldiga mission 
just mark your contributions for “Latvia” and make your 
check out to FUMC Maryville. (See pictures from past 

mission trips to Kuldiga at www.1stchurch.org) 

 
Contact: Asa Majors at 

rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or  982-1273 

Trivia Night 
May 20th @ Smoky Mtn. Brewery—7:00 pm 

 

Senior spotlight 

During all three services 
last Sunday, graduating 
seniors and folks 80 and 
over shared the spotlight.  
There was a graduate 
brunch that morning and 
about 60 people came to 
a luncheon in the 
afternoon honoring the 
folks who were 80 and 
over.   

1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag rice (2 lbs.) 

1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.)   

1 box powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 

1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 

1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) 

 

$5 for packing and shipping 

(drop off items outside of church office) 

*Bucket items will be collected through                                   

this Sunday, May 18th! 

Food bucket items Hands-on-mission 

1st News 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/photo.php?pageID=41&itemID=2
mailto:rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
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Adult Ministries  
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or  

visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      
This Sunday you are invited to join “The 
Lunch Bunch” in a trip to The Carriage House 
in Townsend.  If you want to come along, just meet 
in the Narthex (the space between the front doors and 
the back of the Sanctuary) right after the 10:30 worship 
services.  Contact Ginny West Case for more 
information. 

Upcoming trips 
 

The Diary of Anne Frank 
Cumberland County Playhouse 
Tuesday, May 20th at 10:00 am 

Cost is $40 
 

Dollywood’s Barbeque and Bluegrass 
Friday, May 30th 

Transportation provided  
(you will need to buy tickets and food.)  

“The Lunch Bunch” 

Know Me 
When you have a medical emergency at home, you 
might not always be able to communicate with 
emergency personnel.  Right now there is a free 
program for people living in Blount County to help ensure 
that first responders can quickly access that information.  
It’s called Know ME and you can learn more about it and 
sign up with the program on May 25th here at the 
church.   
 
Representatives from the program will be talking about it 
at the beginning of Sunday 
School in the Garst Class 
(room 254) on May 25th and 
afterward in Wesley Hall.  

 
 

Sunday, May 18th 
(This  Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Peter and Tabitha 

Bible Verses—Acts: 9:36-43 
Tweens 

Sharing (forming communities) 
 

Sunday, May 11th 
(Last Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Peter & John 

Bible Verses– Acts 3: 1-10 
Tweens 

The Holy Spirit (Pentecost) 
 
 

                       Learn more at: 
 
 

www.growproclaimserve.com 

What your children are learning? 

Vacation Bible School 
June 1st—June 5th 
6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

each night 
*ages 3 to rising 6th graders 

www.1stchurchevents.org 

Getting VBS ready! 

If you’ve passed by the art 
“supply” room downstairs 
lately, chances are you’ve 
seen quite a bit of activity.  
This is the hub of 
preparations for VBS. 
Denise Johns, Carolyn 
Glardon and many others 
have been working long hours sorting supplies for the 
crafts, getting the props ready and much more.  Later, 
the tents of the Israelite village will be going up and 
much help will be needed when that happens.   

If you are interested in helping, contact Denise 
(information above) or go to the VBS website and 
register as a volunteer.   Thanks to everyone who has 
helped (or agreed to help) so far!  This is going to be an 
exciting event.  

You can sign up or get more information 
by calling 865-273-5000. 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


 
Sunday, May 18, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  CMAT, 116 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  Orientation Coffee, 213 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213 
Monday, May 19, 2014 
10:00 AM  Book Club, 216 
  6:00 PM  Congregational Care, 214 
  6:30 PM  Counseling Center Meeting, 243 
  7:00 PM  Troop Meeting, Asbury  
  7:00 PM  Habitat for Humanity, 214 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 
 10:00 AM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
 10:00 AM Diary of Anne Frank, Cumberland Playhouse 
 11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Finance Committee, 214 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   6:30 PM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
   7:00 PM  Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mtn. Brewery 
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
    7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249  
Thursday, May 22, 2014 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, May 23, 2014 
  3:30 PM  School’s out youth party, Friendship Shelter 
Saturday, May 24, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury  

        HAPPENING AT  Sunday commitments for Sunday 5/18/14 

Prepare for Worship 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16              
(UMH 764)  
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
Kids Own Worship: 
Preschool 
Kirt & Julie Lowe 
Elementary 
Brent & Whitney Roberts 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

       Bill Mueller 
       Sam Johnson 
       Tom & Karen Axley 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  

       Barbara & Roger   
              Campbell 
        Lori Strait 
 

 10:30 Traditional 

       Rob & Fran Goddard 
       Scott & Tina Meadows 
 
Acolytes: 
Ellie Smith 
Reid Waters 
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Summer picnic 

Tickets are now on sale for the annual UMW picnic.  
The event is set for June 5th at the Asbury Pavillion.  
Tickets cost $10 each and need to be purchased by 
June 1st.    

A catered box lunch of sandwiches, pasta salad, fruit 
cup, pickle, chips, cookies and bottled water will be 
provided at the event.  Mary Kay Hamlin has tickets 
available or you can bring your check in an envelope to 
the church office and Mary Kay will get the tickets to 
you.  

Our church family 

 
 

Congratulations to: 
Paige Ragland who will be graduating from the Air 

Force Academy on May 28th.  She will be 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

 
 
 

Frances Hodge, Sue Cox, Judith Ziler, Linda Richards and 
Mary Kay Hamlin (in the picture above), represented 1st 
UMC-Maryville at the Tablescapes event Saturday at First 
Farragut UMC.  Proceeds benefit Wesley House’s summer 
program which offers two hours a day of academic 
instruction, breakfast, lunch, snacks and field trips.  The 
1st UMC table had a Texas theme. 



Recognition  
Sunday 

Graduating Seniors 

Seniors 80 and over 
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